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Snook: Good news and bad 
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Dead or alive, snook are in the news. 

On the negative side, reports kept mounting last week of widespread die-off 

in Central and South Florida with one of the worst cases of large snook being 

killed coming from the John's Island area near Vero Beach where four men 

collected more than 70 trophy-size snook, some to 25 and 30 pounds. 

A picture of the haul is a graphic illustration of the enormous impact the 

freeze had on the region's snook population. 

But then comes word of Brian O'Reilly's catch and you realize that all the big 

ones didn't die. 

O'Reilly, a 20-year-old student from Chicago, got the thrill of his life -- and his 

first snook -- when he released a 40-plus pounder in the Indian River not far 

from John's Island during a charter trip with Capt. Mike Badarack of Satellite 

Beach. Badarack, who has been fishing East Coast waters since 1978, said 

it was the biggest snook he ever saw. 

But first, more about the John's Island snook kill. 

Matt Fahmie of Sebastian was one of the four who recovered the dead snook 

in residential canals around the affluent development on the east side of the 

Indian River between Wabasso Beach and Vero Beach in Indian River 

County. 

A photo shows Fahmie's 22-foot Pathfinder stacked with dozens of snook 

from one of several trips made to the canals. It was reminiscent of the old 

days when fishermen thought nothing of loading the boat. 

"I fish a lot, but snook is one of my biggest things," Famie said. "It aches my 

heart to think these fish won't be there anymore." 

Others in the recovery party were Ryan Farmer, Kevin Rosellyn, and Beau 

Sommers. 

Under an emergency rule passed on Jan. 16 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission, the public has been allowed to remove snook 

and other regulated species from the water for proper disposal. The fish 

could not be consumed, bought or sold. 

In this case, all the snook were taken to a tree farm where they will be used as fertilizer. 

"It was such a waste," Fahmie said. "I only wish we could have taken those fish before they died because 

they would have fed a lot of people." 
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Brian O'Reilly of Chicago, left, gets help from his guide, Capt. 
Mike Badarack of Satellite Beach, in showing off the 43-pound 
snook that he caught in the Indian River south of Sebastian Inlet. 
(Buerkley Rose, for FLORIDA TODAY) 
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This is just part of the 70 trophy-sized snook these four men 
pulled out of the John's Island canals near Vero Beach. All were 
killed by the freeze. The men are, left to right, Ryan Farmer, 
Kevin Rosellyn, Matt Fahmie and Beau Sommers. (Wayne 
Sommers, for FLORIDA TODAY) 

CONTRASTING SNOOK TALES 

� More than 70 trophy-size snook killed by the freeze are 
collected in the John's Island canals. 

� Chicago angler lands his first snook -- a 43-pounder. 
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