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Snook: Good news and bad 
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Fahmie and his friends first saw the cold-stunned snook in the same canals soon after the record freeze hit. 
Most were floundering on the surface but they were still alive. The fish couldn't be touched because of the 
winter closure during January, which makes it illegal to possess snook. 

When the group returned several days later, they found the massive kill that 
included tarpon. 

Because of the obvious impact on the snook fishery, the FWC has extended 
the closed season until Sept. 1. 

Now back to the story about O'Reilly and his exceptional catch. 

It was bone-chilling cold and O'Reilly was plugging for ladyfish with a Rapala 
X-Rap SlashBait, a 4-inch lipped swim plug when the snook hit. When he set 
the hook he knew it was no ladyfish. It ripped off a run down a line of 
mangroves. 

"I thought it was a bull shark. I sure wasn't thinking snook," Badarack said. 

Buerkley Rose, O'Reilly's girlfriend, was yelling "Don't lose it, don't lose it. It's 
the biggest fish of your life." 

O'Reilly, who spends his summers crewing on Alaskan longline and purse-
seine boats, said there was no way to control the fish with his light spinning 
rig spooled with 8-pound test Suffix line. 

"I took my time, trying not to get excited," O'Reilly said. 

The fight lasted almost 15 minutes. 

Badarack used the length and girth measurements in a formula to determine 
an approximate weight. It measured 46 inches in length and 271/2 inches in 
girth and came out to 43.48 pounds, said Badarack. 

The catch would have set a line-class world record had it been weighed on 
certified scales. The existing International Game Fish Association record for 
men's 8-pound test is 24 pounds, 8 ounces, caught in the Indian River by 
Robert Orth in 1995. 

Rose gave O'Reilly the fishing trip as a birthday present and he wanted to 
catch a tarpon. But Badarack said the cold water made that improbable. 

"The only thing going on in the freezing weather was ladyfish," Badarack explained. "It was the best decision 
I could have ever made," he added laughing. 

Quickly they got the snook back in the water and it swam away. 
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Brian O'Reilly of Chicago, left, gets help from his guide, Capt. 
Mike Badarack of Satellite Beach, in showing off the 43-pound 
snook that he caught in the Indian River south of Sebastian Inlet. 
(Buerkley Rose, for FLORIDA TODAY) 
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This is just part of the 70 trophy-sized snook these four men 
pulled out of the John's Island canals near Vero Beach. All were 
killed by the freeze. The men are, left to right, Ryan Farmer, 
Kevin Rosellyn, Matt Fahmie and Beau Sommers. (Wayne 
Sommers, for FLORIDA TODAY) 

CONTRASTING SNOOK TALES 
� More than 70 trophy-size snook killed by the freeze are 
collected in the John's Island canals. 
� Chicago angler lands his first snook -- a 43-pounder. 
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O'Reilly plans to have a replica mount made of the snook and hang it next to a 42-inch Northern pike already 
on his wall. 
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